Links and Resource Books for NDRA’s Young Writers’ Project 2011-2012
http://edu.earthday.org/
http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/toppicks/a/Kids-Books-About-Earth-Day-And-The-Environment.htm
http://www.childrenoftheearth.org/Navy%20Pages/recommended-books-children-environment.htm
Friedman, Pamela. Earth Day Activities. Teacher Created Materials 
This activity book, designed for grades K to 4, contains projects and ideas for increasing environmental awareness in students during Earth Day. Learning opportunities include a literature based unit based on the book Just A Dream, which tells the story of a boy who travels to a future world full of pollution and environmental problems. The unit also includes related poetry and songs, and connecting activities such as completing a word web using the word pollution or environment and discussing the different types of pollution that exist in the world. 

Durell, Ann, George, Jean Craighead, and Paterson, Katherine, eds. *The Big Book for the Planet. New York: Dutton Children's Books, 1993. ISBN 0525451196 
Noted children's authors demonstrate environmental problems, such as overpopulation, tampering with nature, litter, pollution and waste disposal. A variety of reading levels encourages teachers to use this book at different grade levels. Poems, stories and articles written and illustrated by authors and artists who think the Earth needs more clean water, fresh air, trees, bats, whales and mushrooms, and less garbage, traffic, pollution. The message is that we can work with our planet, not against it; humans must live in harmony with the environment. 

Cherry, Lynn. The Great Kapok Tree. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990. ISBN 015200520X 
A man in the rainforest has a dream that the rainforest animals beg him not to destroy their homes. This book proclaims a conservation message about the most widely studied endangered habitat, the South American rainforest. Endpapers show a map of historical and current areas of rainforest, layers of animals, and pictures of the animals, birds and insects mentioned in the story. 

Allsburg, Chris Van. Just a Dream. Houghton Mifflin Co (Juv); ISBN: 0395533082 
A surrealistic masterpiece about the environment. Young Walter couldn't care less about the environment until a terrifying nightmare about the future--with landfills buying  neighborhoods--drastically changes his perspective. 

Fleming, Denise. Where Once There Was a Wood. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1996. ISBN 0805037616 
Using torn paper and collage, the author examines the many forms of wildlife that can be displaced if their environment is destroyed by development. Fleming discusses how communities and schools can provide spaces for wildlife to live. She includes instructions on how welcome wildlife to your backyard by providing the essentials of space, shelter, water, and food. 

Showers, Paul. Where Does the Garbage Go?  Harpercollins Juvenile Books; ISBN: 0064451143 
Trash doesn't just disappear after the garbage truck takes it away. In this book young readers follow the garbage truck to the landfill and the incinerator and then visit the recycling center to see how glass, metal, paper and plastic are recycled. 

Seuss, Dr. The Lorax. New York: Random House, 1971. ISBN 0394823370 
The Lorax is an imaginary character who speaks for the trees in this early example of environmental children's fiction. Dr. Seuss' insightful rhyming text and colorful illustrations still have relevance today. 

Berenstein Bears:  Don’t Pollute (Anymore)  by Stan and Jan Berenstein (When bear country's cubs learn pollution's a fact, they help grownups clean up their act)

Grades K-4 
 Call of the River—Writing and Photographs  selected & edited by Page Stegner (Essays, adventure stories, & reflections about the power of rivers; includes breathtaking photography

Grades 7-12 

