NDRA Young Writers’ Project 2011-2012
“Gushing with Great Writing!”

(All writing projects meet 1 or more Language Arts Standards and Standard 7 of the National Science Standards)

Grade K-1:  The Important Thing…- Pattern Writing
Mentor Text: The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown
Everyone loves The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown! Even little people can tell you what is important to them. This writing activity incorporates the pattern of this timeless classic with the teaching of how to reduce, reuse, and recycle. Teachers will need to inform their students on the basic aspects of the 3Rs and then complete the writing project using the following writing pattern. Feel free to use pictures to inspire students in their writing. They may be included in the project if you’d like.
Pattern:

The important thing about _______________ is that it is ____________.

It ______________________________________________________.

It ______________________________________________________.

It ______________________________________________________.

But the important thing about ____________ is that it is ____________.

Guidelines:
· correct sentence structure with capitalization and punctuation needed.

· pattern followed.
Resources:
http://edu.earthday.org/
Grade 2-3: The Green Machine -Photograph Inspired Informational Writing

Mentor Text: Arthur Turns Green by Marc Brown
Writers are often inspired by images they see. This is your chance to use a photo you have taken or an image you find to inform others about the environmental importance of “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle”. Once you have chosen your photo, describe what your family or community could do to help save the planet like Arthur in Arthur Turns Green by Marc Brown.
Guidelines:
· 1-2 paragraphs
· correct sentence structure with capitalization and punctuation

· picture or image included making connection to topic
· strong word choice incorporated in verb usage (action)
Resources:

http://edu.earthday.org/
Grade 4-5: Save the Planet! –Rhyming Poetry and Expository Text
Mentor Text:  S is for Save the Planet: A How-to-Be Green Alphabet by Brad Herzog
Alphabet books are always fun to use in the classroom when learning! After reading S is for Save the Planet: A How-to-Be Green Alphabet or other alphabet books by Sleeping Bear Press, choose a letter of the alphabet and use the rhyming pattern and expository writing samples to create your own page about an environmental topic of choice. A personal illustration would be a nice touch to your ABC page.
· 2 rhyming stanzas required as shown in the ABC book pattern
· 1 paragraph of expository writing detailing your topic

· word choice with vivid verbs and descriptive adjectives
· use your own creativity when designing the layout of your page

Resources:
http://www.sleepingbearpress.com/
Grade 6-8: “I Speak for the...” –Editorial 
Mentor Text:  The Lorax by Dr. Seuss

After reading the book The Lorax, consider the environmental challenges we face today. What do you feel passionate about or have a connection to in your life? Your mission is to speak out for something that cannot speak for itself; just like the Lorax, “I speak for the trees.”  What will you speak for? Write a letter to the editor in order to inspire or persuade the audience of your stance.

Guidelines:

· 3-5 paragraphs in length using correct sentence structure and conventions
· includes a lead, reasons for your point of view, idea for change, and conclusion

· word choice for persuasive writing is important

· strong voice to promote environmental awareness and responsibility

· may include a quote from an expert or person affected by your topic
Resources:
The Lorax by Dr. Seuss on YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzYRkGIQpOs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5jnJdnQPr8&feature=related
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html
Grade 9-12: Go Green! –Persuasive Essay
Rachel Carson is credited as one of the environmental heroes of the 20th century. She wrote “Silent Spring” in 1962 which caused wide controversy.  This piece of writing is often claimed as the kick-off to the environmental movement. As our world struggles with preserving the environment for the next generation, consider what you feel passionate about preserving in your community. For this writing project you will compose a persuasive writing piece sharing your viewpoint on why your school should “GO GREEN”. How will you convince your school to initiate or put into place the actions you detail?
· specific examples (3-5) supporting your reasoning, should be incorporated into the writing.

· word choice for persuasive writing and elaboration of ideas is important
· 5 paragraphs minimum 
· cite references 
Resources:

“Green Schools are the most effective agents for enacting significant positive environmental and educational change in schools and communities. School greening is quickly becoming more than a trend; rather, it is now the method of choice for providing healthy, comfortable and productive learning environments while saving energy, resources and money.” 

From http://files.earthday.net/greenyourschool
Rachel Carson’s Biography: http://www.rachelcarson.org/Biography.aspx.

The TIME 100: Rachel Carson bibliography:

http://www.time.com/time/time100/scientist/profile/carson02.html.

